AP World Final Project:
My Family Pedigree

As a final project for our AP history class, we will be taking things we have learned and applying them to our own personal family stories! You will be using Ancestry.com as well as a few other ancestry and pedigree websites to learn about your personal family background and story.

Project Requirements:
· You will be required to trace your family heritage back a minimum of four generations from your parents (Grandparents>Great-Great-Great Grandparents) on one side of the family.
· You will use Ancestry.com to research and fill in a family pedigree.
· You will be required to create a visual representation of your family pedigree.
· You will be required to write a research paper about events that may have affected a member of your family three or four generations from your parents.
Computer Lab Days:
May 20 (111), May 22 (110), May 23 (111), May 27 (111)

Useful Websites:
Ancestry.com
Geneanet.com
Genealogieonline.com

Useful Tips for Researching Genealogy:
-Type in the person’s full known name and birth/death dates
-Search for marriage, birth, baptism, death records
-Search for military records
-Search for immigration (Ellis Island/Angel Island) records
-Search for obituaries

Essay:
To tie the Pedigree project into our AP class, I will ask you to write a three+ page research essay about the events that occurred surrounding the life and home of a member of your pedigree at least three generations removed from your parents, preferably, if a family member lived in another country or part of the world. You will be expected to use whatever research you have found to indicate how where that person lived may have influenced how the particular historical event may have affected his/her life (for example, the ship that they traveled on into Ellis Island and the experience they may have had based on the port they left from in Europe, as well as where they may have stayed on the ship or the things they may have participated in based on their social class, assumed on the fact of the job they had in the Old World). You may choose to go further back than three generations and the essay may utilize more than three pages. To do your research, you will be using research databases as well as books from the library. This will be due, along with a short presentation, on the Friday before exam week (6/6).

Grade Breakdown:
Lab Days: participation (10%)
Visual Representation of pedigree (40%)
Four+ generations (10%)
Research essay (40%)
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